
 

CURRICULUM MEETING  
SEPTEMBER 26, 2018 

 
 
In attendance: E. Margolin, S. Rausch, J. Menashe, P. Critti, R. Kelstein, J. Kobak, S. Braverman, B. 
Kurtz, S. Chinnappala, A. Honig, N. Ogievetsky, F. Tenenbaum, S. Caesar, E. Valkine, S. Rausch, H. 
McMahon 
 

Dr. Secaur greeted everyone and committee members introduced themselves. 
 
 

1-State data on grades 3-8 standardized test results are due out 

momentarily. The data will not be very useful because of the large number of opt-outs in the 
district (about 60%). 
 

o State does give information on about half of the questions and tells us how our 
students fared on that material. We use that info as best as we can to look at 
what we are teaching. 

o Unfortunately, parents have lost faith in the tests, hence the opt outs 
 

 8th grade students-some have waivers and do not take standardized math test if they 
are taking the Regents. 

 

 HWPS had about the same number of opt outs in the elementary schools as in the 
middle school. 

 
 

2-Curriculum Office Update 
 
A-Supt’s Conference Day (Aug30)-was planned during the summer.  
 

 Our structure is different from that of many other school districts. We created a 
brochure of workshops the teachers registered for that were of interest and concern for 
them. There were more than 80 choices. Some workshops were mandated. 

 

 “Sandbox” sessions allowed teachers to spend a second session practicing the tool they 
learned about in the previous session. 

 

 Many workshops were facilitated by in-district personnel who have become the go-to 
people for those who attended those sessions. This has increased self-esteem of some 
of the presenters and has changed some of the culture of the schools. 
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 A post-conference survey/questionnaire was distributed for feedback. Responses will 
ascertain what needs to be tweaked and/or changed for next year. 

 

 Administrators sat in on the sessions to get a handle on the successes and areas that 
should be adjusted.  
 

 Parents commented that some teachers may need support in use of One Note. Dr.  
Secaur will contact members of TILT to get those teachers support. 

 
 B-Ed Camp-election Day PD will be the 4th ed camp held in the district.  
 

 Some workshops will be mandated. Teachers will register their ideas about what they 
want to discuss on PADLET which is an on-line bulletin board. 

 
C-Regents exams and transcripts: Dr. Secaur will be presenting our district’s initiative to other 
school districts.  
 

o There are 12 kinds of Regents diplomas with a variety of combinations that a student 
can earn (e.g. Regents with honors; Regents with advanced designation.)   

o The Basic “High 5” Regents diploma requires five  scores- math, science, social studies, 
English and one other. 

 CCLS Regent’s exam scores have been weighted and a sliding scale has been used; if 
students do poorly on the Regents as compared to their 4th quarter average, the 
Regents counts less. This stabilizes GPAs. The adjustment ranges from 10-20%. Students 
do not know what the weight will be before the exam. 

 Class of 2019 is the first graduating class to have been negatively affected by only having 
the option of the CCLS based exams in mathematics.  These students took CCLS-based  
Algebra, Geometry and Algebra 2 Regents. 

o When the district looked at test data, it was noticed that there was a great 
decline in math test scores on CCLS –based exams as compared to the non-CCLS 
exams.  There was little impact on ELA scores. 

o The district created study groups to consisting of parents, students, teachers, 
administrators, and members of higher ed community to come up with 
suggestions to address the issue of recording  test scores on transcripts when the 
cause was the roll out of the CCLS.  

o Dr. Secaur surveyed districts on Long Island and in the tri-state consortium to 
find out whether districts are putting all scores, even poor ones, on the student 
transcripts or are not listing all scores  (which defies state regs) 
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o According to the higher ed reps at the meetings, every school has its own take 
on whether or not they use Regents scores to determine admissions- even 
though students are in competition with students from all over the country that 
do not give Regents exams.  

 As a result of the study groups, it was agreed that a disclaimer will be 
place on transcripts for anyone posting more than the basic High 5 
Regents exams to explain some possible poor test scores. 

 Parents have to decide if all scores will be posted on the transcripts or 
just the High 5. 

 There is no mechanism to send one transcript for a student to some 
schools and another transcript with different info to other colleges 

 A High 5 student loses the option for an advanced Regents diploma 
because that student does not have scores recorded for all the tests he 
took that are related to the Advanced Regents Diploma. 

 Regents exams can be retaken and only the higher score will be recorded on the 
transcript.  

 Not all districts push students to work toward advanced Regents diplomas 
 

D-Suggested topics for 2018-19 Curriculum meetings include math, special 

ed, technology, social-emotional literacy, social studies-civics, health ed 
 

2018-19 dates  
Oct 24 
Nov 28 
Jan 30 (Curriculum committee hosting brunch) 
Feb 28 
March 27 
May 1 
May 30- (Central Council hosting brunch) 
 

 


